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Everything Was New
Anna Tanaka, Kita High School

I'went to Los Angeles from August 16 to 25. Before we got there, we had a training program, where we practiced
English conversation, and made presentations. It was hard for me to do them, but thanks to the training program I had a
great time in Los Angeles.

In Los Angeles, it was very comfortable because of the low humidity, but I felt jet lag for the first time. I was surprised
at the differences between Japan and America. On the fourth day, we visited Los Angeles City Hall and could see the
beautiful views from the top floor. There were souvenirs from the sister cities. There was also a gold portable shrine from
Nagoya. I realized again that Nagoya and Los Angeles are sister cities. The most memorable experience for me was the
Hollywood area. Walking in the Hollywood area, I received a CD from a man, and he wrote a sign and said *“5 dollars”. I
was afraid then, but I was very surprised by the view which cannot be seen in Japan. I was also able to see the differences
between the culture of Japan and America.

On the sixth day and seventh day, we visited two high schools. It was the first time for us to go to high school in Los
Angeles. At Augustus F. Hawkins High School, my buddy showed me her school and I took classes with her. In all the
classes, we had a role-playing class, and everyone looked like they were having fun. Besides, they did not have their own
seats so they went to the classroom where the teacher is, and sat freely. I like this style. All the classes I took made me
excited. In particular, the Spanish class surprised me because every student spoke Spanish in this class. On that day, I was
shocked because I could not communicate well with my buddy, but I am glad that I could find out my English proficiency.

For ten days, I learned so many things. It was nice to go to Los Angeles and I will never forget this experience. My
mission is to [ continue telling my experience to a lot of people. I hope that Nagoya and Los Angeles become even closer.

e L AR— R
My Experience
Yuka Hasegawa, Kita High School

I went to Los Angeles as a representative of Nagoya. In Los Angeles, I went to the Japanese American Museum,
City Hall, and two schools. At the museum, I leamed about the lives of Japanese Americans. I leamed a lot of things that
did not know. I was surprised that Japanese American people received discrimination, and the lives of Japanese Americans
were very miserable. [ was very sad to hear the fact. I think that we could go to the United States simply because Japanese
American people fought against discrimination.

I went to two universities and two high schools. I participated in a class in the high school. The American students
were very kind. I found a lot of differences between Japanese schools and American schools. First, at American schools,
desks faced each other. Students could change opinions positively by doing so. Second, students did not clean the schools
because there is a person who cleans schools in Los Angeles, so students do not need to do cleaning. I was surprised. We
made presentation about Japan and Nagoya. I received a lot of questions. They were surprised in particular that I change
shoes in the Japanese school. I was surprised that everybody came to talk to me and happy that they were very friendly. [
want to be a person like them.

I experienced a lot of things in Los Angeles. I was able to learn American high school life or the lives of the Japanese-
Americans that I did not know. I want to make use of this experience from now on, and act positively. [ want to tell this
experience to many people and I hope more Japanese people have an interest in American culture, American schools and
so on. I learned many things from this experience. Thank you so much.
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Becoming a Member of Society

Manami Miwa, Nagoya Commercial High School

Through the experience, I leamed about business, and I found a cultural gap between Japan and America. [ leamed
important things for business at JETRO, Los Angeles. They are supporting Japanese companies which carry out business
in America. To introduce a Japanese thing to America, transforming the Japanese-style into American style is necessary.
For example, the Japanese anime “Doraemon’ is broadcast after transformation for Americans. In Japan, “Doraemon”
often eats “Dora-yaki” and “Dora-yaki” has been transformed into pizza in America, because “Dora-yaki” is not very
familiar to Americans. I was surprised to hear that. I leamed that matching the American style is very important. And the
food that anime characters are eating is advertised. Now, “ramen’ is in fashion in America. It is said a Japanese anime called
“Naruto”” made it popular. After I heard this story, my impression of anime has been changed. I thought that anime was just
for fun. But anime has become the key to success in business. I think that Japanese companies have to leam that
understanding the people’s lifestyle is necessary for success. And they have to use the trend of the times. If we start business
in America, we have to know the differences in lifestyles. I learned looking back on my lifestyle as a Japanese is important.

At Augustus Hawkins High School, I took a class with the students. I leamed the different ways to study at school.
The students there don’t have their own classroom like in a Japanese school. So, every class starts with taking attendance.
In Japanese schools, students copy from the blackboard, and make notes. But American students don’t do such a thing.
Teachers give some advice, and the students exchange their opinions so, the classroom is full of students’ voices. They
hardly ever use textbooks. I was surprised to see it. In a science class, we used cards and we paired up a card with a term
and a card with a meaning in pairs. After the teacher gave the answers, we took out our notebook. In an interaction class,
they read two sets of data, and exchanged opinions. This class was similar to the accounting class which I have taken. In
this class, we also learned about ourselves. We thought about our futures and thought about what we believe. I think that
this class is very important, because knowing myself'is necessary to understanding others.

I found that there were many classes to exchange opinions so each student has their own ideas. I learned exchanging
opinions is very important so I will express my opinions in class actively. I think expressing my opinions is necessary to
become a member of society.

gL AR— @
The Most Impressive Thing
Akari Nabeshima, Nagoya Commercial High School

I was impressed by the American high schools the most. When I went to high schools in America, I felt a great
difference in education. Especially in class styles. I visited two high schools in Los Angeles. When I entered the classroom,
['was very surprised. Because in Japan all the desks face to the front. But in America, everyone faces each other. Students
can exchange opinions easily that way. In Japan, students are negative about speaking. But in America, there was an
atmosphere that had all the students speak positively. The importance of each person’s opinions influences the education.
This 1s a good point of America. And 1 think Japan doesn’t have this mentality. In the states, students don’t copy the
blackboard like in Japan. Teachers gave themes to students and students discussed them by themselves.

T also felt there were various students in high school in America. For example, hair colors are different, some students
have make up and have pierced earrings and care nails. There seemed to be no rules for what they wear. They don’t have
school uniforms either, some students listen to music or eat in class. We can’t imagine it in Japan. To choose subjects and
to think by themselves are common points in both high schools. In Japan, teachers just teach and students don’t discuss.
But in America, everyone participates in class and exchanges their opinions. If we can choose subjects, it is better for
students who prepare for university. Because they study only necessary subjects, they can think about their future from an
early time. American high schools are similar to Japanese universities. I think high schools in Japan should adopt these two
points.

Visiting two high schools in America was a good stimulation for me. I could recognize the good points of American
high schools. And 1 could compare American high schools and Japanese high schools. I leamed the importance of
expressing our opinions. From now on [ am going to express my opinions positively in class.
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