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|§'+%ji LA— |k @‘ Changed My Perspective

Kasugai Shiori, Kita High School

I had a lot of really good experiences. Actually, it was my first time to go abroad. So, I could
find a lot of different things and I could feel everything was new. I'd like to share the most impressive
experience.

Firstly, when I visited USC and UCLA, students who went there did a campus tour for us. I
learned about these universities by talking with them, and it made me want to improve my academic
ability to enter similarly good universities. Before visiting these university, I was not interested in
university in other countries. However, now I'm interested in universities outside Japan. The
reason is that there are many fields of study and I think I can learn about what I am passionate about
on a deep level. It would be a shortcut to achieve my dream.

Secondly, I really enjoyed my homestay. At first I was shy, since I was ashamed of making
mistakes in English. But I noticed I could enjoy talking in English. So, I tried to talk with a lot of
people. I think my listening ability has improved. I want to continue to listen to English though
movies, music and more.

I want to say “Thank you” to everyone. I learned a lot of things which helped my dream, to
become a flight attendant. For example, if I know other languages, passengers will be happy and I
think I can care more about people from various countries. I want to share this wonderful experience
with my friends and the many people who are interested in studying abroad. And I want to express

my gratitude to everyone who gave us this opportunity.

B L AR — R Q) The Two Most Impressive Places
Maya Miyoshi, Nagoya Commercial High School

I went to Los Angeles and San Diego from August 18 to 28. I had many good experiences.
Among them, the Japanese-American National Museum and Hilltop High School were the two most
1mpressive places.

On August 19, I went to the Japanese-American National Museum. Last year, I studied world
history at school, but I didn’t learn about Japanese-American history at all. Mr. Magami, our guide,
told us about Japanese-American’s troubles with discrimination. I was really surprised, and at the
same time I thought Japanese people should know about them. Mr. Magami said to us, “Your willing
to learn is important.” When I heard his words, I decided to learn more about history,

From August 21 to 24, I went to Hilltop High School. I was surprised because this school was
very different from school in Japan. This school begins at 6:30. During the class, students play
with their smart phones, take pictures, and walk around. In addition, students go to school by car.
There are no school uniforms and homeroom class. I want to stay there more because everything
was new. I realized that both Japanese school and American school have good points.

I have new goals now. I want to know about my country and world as much as possible, and I
want to speak English so that I can communicate with different people. Therefore, I will learn about
history and keep on studying English. T’ll never forget this study tour because I learned a lot, and

will share this experience with people.
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L #— +@) What I Learned from People in LA

Tsukamoto Junna, Nagoya commercial high school

I joined an overseas study tour this summer. I had a wonderful experience in Los Angeles. 1
met many people and talked with them. I'd like to share two people who influenced me the most.

First person is Mr. Magami, a guide at the National Japanese-American Museum. I could learn
about Japanese-Americans there. In addition, I learned the important things in our lives from Mr.
Magami. Iwas especially impressed by his following words: “You need to know about modern history
to become a global person.” We learn a lot about ancient history at school, but we learn less about
modern history. I thought we don’t have to learn modern history because it’s similar to now.
However, Mr. Magami’s story told me that it is necessary to know modern history in order to know
the current state of the world.

Second person is Sedova, my host sister. She was so fun. When we went to her friend’s home,
she was excited to be with her friend. But when she was at school, she studied hard. I noticed that
she didn’t only enjoy her private life but also worked hard. I learned the importance of balancing
work and play. I tend to work too hard, so I knew that it’s necessary to take a break and enjoy myself.

Through those people I met in LA, I could think about myself and my own lifestyle. I learned

a lot of important things from them. I will make use of this wonderful experience in LA for my future.

BEsr LR — FG) My life in San Diego

Yamamoto Akimu, Kita high school

I had a great experience in San Diego. I was really excited to stay with a family and attend
classes with my host sister in high school there. I'd like to tell you four things I was impressed and
surprised at. Three things are about the school and one thing is about my homestay.

First, the school was so huge, and it had about 2000 students. I thought this was a big
difference between Japanese and American schools. I was really surprised by the scale of school but
one student told me that they actually thought their school was a small school. Second, the starting
time for school was so early. The first class started at seven thirty! However, my host sister took an
even earlier class called 0 period, which started at six thirty. I had to get up at five to go with her and
it was so hard for me to get up early. Third, students and teachers have freedom. My host sister’s
school did not have school uniforms, so they wore their own favorite clothes, earrings, and many girls
put on makeup. They didn’t look like high school students! They also ate and drank during class.
This was the most surprising thing to me. They ate and drank even when the teacher was talking,
which I felt was rude to the teachers. At the time, I felt a cultural difference through knowing what
was allowed in America. Fourth, I was surprised that there were people who couldn’t speak English
in America. San Diego is located near Mexico, so many Mexican people live there and speak Spanish.
My host mother was Mexican and she couldn’t speak much English. She didn’t seem to have any
problems though since many residents there spoke Spanish. I thought that we would be able to
speak a country’s language if we lived in that country, but I now know this is not necessarily true.

I will never forget meeting people in San Diego, and I am really happy I met them. They
welcomed me warmly. I also could be a member of my host family. If they can make it to Nagoya
someday, I want to welcome them like my own family. At last, I want to thank the people who made

it possible for me to have this special experience. I will be a person who is active globally in the future.
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